what tyranny by his Power, and in his Name was done a- 
gainſt the Members of Chriſt, as did appear by his ſuffer- 
ing of them to be ſo inhumanelyuſed as they were, both 
by impriſonments, baniſhments, and ſerting of them gag- 
gedin Pillories, burning of them with hot Jrons, and cut- 
ting off their ears from their heads, beſides whipping and 
ſtocking, with many more bloody cruelties; all which 
cruelties being by the King ſuffered and connived at, was 
the only cauſe why the wrath of God with his revengeful 
Jydgements came upon him, hls poſterity, and the three 
Nations of England, Scotl:nd, and Ireland, &c. 

And yet notwithitanding, you that are in preſent Power 
know theſe things, do even as he did, ſuffer the Saints in 
your Name, and by your power daylic to be impriſoned, 
and otherwayes afflicted; and that you may not be igno- 
rant thereof, I have been moved to make the ſame known 
unto you by way of declaration, which is grounded upon 
the Holy Scriptures, wherein is contained the manner of 
our ſufferings, and by whom : Together, with ſerious Ad- 
vertiſements concerning the abuſe of Power, and the abo- 
minations of Prieſthood, the wickedneſs of Lawyers, 
jane gin combining for to deſtroy the Juſt from off the 
earth. 


Wrir:enthe beginning of the ſecond Month, 1657. by IS. 4 4C GRATES, 
Priſoner for the cauſz of Chriſt in the Wood-ſtreer Comprer, Loxes::, 
where | have bcen kept above three years; Given forth tor the ſake ot 


'uch as with my {clt do ſuffer for the teſtimony of Faith and a good 


Cenicience, 
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Forif 1 buald again the things whieh I have deſtroyed, 1 make my ſelf a tran!» 
IV(ſpr, Gal.z.18.. : 

And thinkrft thou this, O man, that judgift them which do ſuch things , anc 
doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgement of God? Rom.2.3, 

J.ct a'l ſuch therefore take heed that their oma wickedneſs of backſliding do not 
come when it zs tos late to cor;rth thum, tet him that is wife in beart read with 
enderflancing, Jer.2.19. 
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tures, why there ungodly Wages of 
Tythes, by the ſuffering, perſecuted, 
and every wayes afflided Membersof 
Chrift Feſns in this their day of faith- 
ulneſs to him, are denyed, as by this 
following Declaration will be made 


appear. 


|= Fg ſhcweth unto you, O ye Rulers of the peo- 


ple, the abominations which are commirted in the 
matters of tythes by the called Miniſters of England, 
and others, for as much as that ir doth evidently appear by 
the Law of the Lord God of Iſrael, Tythes were given to 
Leviand his ſons, 2nd to ſuch as wich them were appointed 
of God unto the Office of the firſt Prieſthood, and none 


elſe, who had a commandment to take tythes- of the people 
according 


(2) 
aceording to the Law, that is of their Brethren, agmay ap- 
. pear, of vyvhich Prieſthood the Prieſts of this Nation are 
not; for they cannot prove themſelves made by the Law of 
God, as the tixſt Prieſthood vvas, neither can it be made ap- 
pear they ever received from the Lord God of Iſrael any 
ſuch commandmeat for their caking tythes of the people of 
England, as the Aaronical and Levitical Prieſthood did for 
their taking tythes of their Brethren the children of Iſrael, 
as for the Prieſis of this Nation it vvill appear they never 
yvere made Prieſts of God, but by the late Biſhops, who 
themſelves vvere formerly made by the Pope of Reme, as1 
ſhall make appear tovyards che later end of this Treatiſe, by 
the Lavvs and Statutes of this Nation 
And again I find that the Prieits, the Levites, and all the 
Tribe of Levihad ro part of Inheritance vvith Iſrael , and 
therefore vvere thzy appointed to eat the Offerings of the 
Lord made by fire; becauſe they had no Inheritance amongſt 
cheir Brethren, for the Lord vvas their Tnheritance; Read 
Deat.1$. v.1,2. Andas it doth appear by Aoſes in his refu- 
ſing to give them any poſſeſſions of Lands vvith their Bre- 
\ thren after God had given them victory over ſuch of their 
Enemies as they became poſſeſſors,ziz. of the Lands of thoſe 
many Kings vvhich vvereſlain of them by the edge of che 
Svvord. and nothing vvas by /deſes given tothe Tribe of Le- 
v3, becauſe ſaid he, the Lord God of Iſrael vvas their Inheri- 
tance, as he had ſaid unto them, 7oſb.19.3,0c, 

Andagain it doth and may appear, that the Lord Godof 
Iſrael did appoint Store-houſes, unto vvhich the people were 
expreſly commanded in the time of the firſt Covenant for to 
bring their tyrhes, that chither the Widovy, the Fatherleſs, 
and Stranger, might alſo come within the Gates of the 
Prieſts to be filled, by which tt is manifeſt, That the Widovy, 
Fatherlei and Stranger had as much right to the Tythes as 
the Prieſt, through vvhich relief there vvas not a beggar in 
Iſrael, neither vvere they (the Prieſts and Levires)permitted 
to perſecute any upon Trebble Damages vvho did net bring 
their Tythes according to the Commandment of the Lord; 
| for 


for they that did negleR vvere curſed vvith a curſe, as itis 
evident, Mal 3. Novv the contrary doth appear among the 
Prieſts of England; whom I have heard often ſay, They vvere 
of Gods ovvn Tribe of Lev, and yet live in the praQtiſe of 
ſach abominable things,and do alſo juſiifie ſach as with them 
do the ſame,as never vvyas commirted nor done in the time of 
the firſt Prieſthood, as is daylie made manifeſt in that unſuf- 
ferable vvickednels of theirs in taking avvay peoples Cattel 
out of their yards, and Goods out of their Houſes for pre- 
tended Tythes upon trebble Damages, which is three for 
one, againſt the expreſs Lavy of God, vvhereby it doth and 
may appear unto ſuch as are vvith my ſelf of the ſeed of If- 
rael, That it is not only the Prieſts faulcalone, who are not 
of God, but you ſin in ſuffering of them, as you are the Ru- 
lers of the people, who do perrit them in your Name, and 
by your Povver, to do what they do : Theſe evils rightly 


conſidered, doth give a diſcovery that you are departed from 


the Lord God of Iſrael, whom you once declared for, as doth 
appear by your taking part vvith the Prieſts, who are his E- 
nemies; orelſe if it were not ſo, your conſciences would 
teach you to obey, obſerve and keep the Laws, Statutes, 
Commandments, Precepts and Judgements of the Lord as 
vvell as my ſelf. vvho for keeping the ſame do tuffer , which 
would not be if you did ſtand in the counſel of the Lord, 
vvhich then you vvould ſeek to do his will by ſeeing his Laws 
Culy and truly executed upon ſuch asare the breakers there- 
of, vvhich yvould cauſe your dayes to be prolonged in the 
Land vvherein ye yet liveas ſe many Enemies to that moſt 
holy God, whoſe jult and righteous Laws yea even hate to 0- 
bey, obſerve, and keep, and in effct do amongſt your ſelves 
conclude, That the Government vvhich God Almighty did 
appoint his people to be governed by according to his righ- 
teous Order, vvhich by you is not judged good enough , nor 
wiſe enough to be governed by in your generations, as is evi- 
dent by your ruling of -che peoplc with ſuch Laws as you and 
other tranſpgreſſors before you did from Imagination make, 
and ſet up to oppoſe the Laws, Commandments,and Statutes 
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of the onely wiſe God; for vyhich vvickedneſs of theirs ſo 
committed, the juſt judgement and vengeance of the Lord 
hath from one generation to another deſtroyed both them 
and theirs from off the earth, and yet you are not ſenſible 
for what they have been cur off, although he hath made uſe 
of you as Inſtruments in his hand to cut off the late King for 
his diſobedience to the Lord God of 1frael, who ſtood not in 
his counſel, but vyas driven aſide by the flattery of wicked 
Prieſts and Lawyers as you are, altaough lictle notice by you 
15 raken thereof. 

I therefore deſire from my heart in love to your ſouls, that 
you did fully underſtand and know wherefore the Lord did 
permit you to put the King to death, and rhen you would 
ſeek how to do his vvill, and not your own; and then who do 
you think would harm you? bur becauſe you do not, there- 
fore it is that you d:light not in the Law of the Lord,as King 
Davrd his ſervant did, for which cauſe plots and confpiracies 
are daylie and juſtly by him ſuffered tor to be contrived a- 
Sainſt you, which hitherto hath been diſcovered co that end 
and purpoſe, that you mighc be warned for to return unto 
the Lord from the evil of your doings, before deſtrution in 
good earneſt doth comeupon you , and then ir will be too 
late to ſeek repentance, or to wiſh you had unto God and his 
people paid your vews, now know, that through your diſo- 
bedience unto him whom you have promiſed reformation 
unto, and yet have not performed what you have ſo promi- 
ſed , the number of of oppreſſors under you have taken 
boldneſs for toincreaſe, at which the lying National Prieſts 
do rejoyce, who do in like manner make their boaſt, and ſay, 
That they will have Tyrthes paid unto them upon force, by 
ſuch people as do refuſe for conſcience ſake, or elſe they wi!l 
take away their goods, which daylie they do in your Name 
that are the chiet Rulers of theſe three Nations, viz. Expland, 
Scetland, and Irelan-', and by your Power they alſo 1mpriſon 
the Saints as they did in the Kings time, for thar they cannot 
in conſcience pay Tythes; the Prieſts excuſing the manner of 
their tyranny ſo commitced,doth lay the fault and blame up- 
00 
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on you, they ſaying they are enforced to do what they do 
becauſe you require of then Offerings or firſt Fruits, which 
they cannot pay unto you , unleſs the people firſt pay the 
ſame by way of Tythesunto them; now if it be ſo betwixt 
you and the Prieſts, then where is that Liberty of Conſei- 
encepertormed, with your former Engagemens, Declarati- 
ons, Remonſtrances, and thoſe many Caths, Vows, and Co- 
venants diſcharged, which were made in the fight of hea- 
ven, inthedayes of your diſtreſs, when you were entruſted 
by the people of God (as their ſervant) to fight their Bat- 
tels, 912. at Dynbar, Wererfrer-Fight, and ſeveral other pla- 
ces, as YOu cannot but remember, was put forth under pre- 
tence of Publike Liberty, but are all yet unperformed, with 
your laſt Promiſe alſo, which you made to my loving friend, 
Mr. Jeſſie, and ſeveral other friends, concerning your taking 
away of that yet continued Antichriſtian Oppreſſion of 
Tythes, which ſhould be done (ſaid you) by the third day of 
Siptember, which was in the year 1654. or if they were not 


taken away then you bid them call you Juglers: Novyv knovy, + 


that had this laſt Promiſe vvith your former Remonſtrances, 
Engagements and Proteſtations, &c. been by you really in» 
tended for to have been performed, according to vvhat 
you prexznded, then my ſelf, vvho formerly have made re- 
dreſs unto you,and many more of the dear Saints and faith- 
ful Servants of theLordGod of 7/-ae/,could not have been by 
you ſuffered for to be thus ruinated in our outvvard Eſtates, 
n:any of us as are, and yet notvvithſtanding,our perſons kept 
priſon for that vve cannot fin againſt our conſciences in 
paying Tythes, in vvhich Priſon I have been many times in 
danger of being throvvn into the Hole through poverty, 
vyhich hath made me unable of my ſelf for to provide mo- 
neys for to pay my Chamber-Rents, ſo that if my ſufferings 
muſt for conſcience ſake be by you ſtil continued , then that 
you vvould be pleaſed to ſheyy lome compaſſion unto me, by 
taking care for to have my Chamber-Rent ſatished, I ſhall 
remain very thankful to vou for theſame, through vvlich 
kindneſs of yours, if I way lo findeit, I ſhall be the bercer 
Þ enabled 
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enabled for to be kept from periſhing till the Lord is pleaſed 
to give delivecance ſome other wayes,it may be through the 
death of my cruel Enemies, if it may not come from you; 
for I am wel aſſured from the Lord, a deliverance I ſhall have 
from my opprefſors ere long. And thus having diſcharged 
my conſcience in what ] have already declared, I ſhall return 
again to my former Matter, from whence I am alittle dipref- 
ſed. 

Giving of you to know, and all in Authority with you, 
That foraſmuch as you by your Power do uphold the Prieſts 
of this Nation for to take the wes of the Law of the Lord 
God of ſrael byWay of tythes, which peculiarly was given un- 
to the firſt Prieithood for their ſervice done, which was their 
right both by Law and Commandment , during that legal 
Miniſtration : Now fay, the contrary doth appear by theſe 
Prieſts, for that they do not the work and ſervice which the 
Law of tythes requireth ſhould be done, therefore tranſ- 
 Sreſſors they are, and you alſo guilty of the ſame tranſgre\- 
fion, for that they are by you ſupported and upheld for to 
ſerve in their falſe Miniſtry, contrary to what the Lord hath 
appointed, who did command that theſe Prieſts in the firſc 
Covenant ſhould he clothed with holy Garments while their 
ſervice was by them a diſcharging, which the Prieſts of Exe- 
land do not appear in, neither have they in uſe the Water of 
Purification, nor do they ſerve at the Alcar of the worldly 
SanQuary, asthe Aaronical and Levitical Prieſcs did . who 
made ready all the Burnt-offrings, Sacrifices, exc. Where | 
ſay is there an - of theſe ſervices by our counterfeit Engliſh 
Prieſts done?neither do they circumciſe as the firſt Prieſthood 
did, who performed what was by them of the Law required 
according to the will of God, unto whom the right of cythes 
did appertain by way of a peculiar Gift for their work, and 
ſervice done, as doth appear Namb.18.1.2,3,4 5,6,7, Fc. 
Numb. 18. 29, 21,23, 31, &c. And now ſeeing that the 
Tythe-Egge taking-Prieſts of this Nation have not done. 
nor doth any of the ſervices which the Law of the Lord God 
of Iſrael doth require, they are manifeſc rebels to God , and 
diſſemblers 


diſfemblers with that people,w< are by them ſeduced, for that 
they receive of them Tythes, the wages of the Law, which 
did belong to the Levitical Prieſthood , who left not their 
work undone as they do: And chus by their wicked aRions 
they appear not to be called of God as thoſe Prieſts were, 
who had Store-houſes to put Tythes into, as is evident, Afat. 
3. that thicher the Widow, Fatherleſs, and Stranger might 
come. read Dexr.14.27,28,29, &c. tor to be filled and fatis- 
fied within the Gates of the Prieits, that there mighr not be 
a beggar in Iſrael : Now by what hath been already decla- 
red, it doth appear , That neither the Prieſts have right to 
Tythes, nor noneelſe. Yet notwithſtanding Tythes by the 
Laws of the Pope are forced to be paid in this Nation, and 
neither Widows, Fatherlels, nor Strangers ſuffered for 
to partake with the Prietts thereof, but inſtead of being out 
of them relieved, they are forced tor to pay Tythes, and 
ſuch as do not, are by chem impriſoned, never was there any 
ſuch cruelties by the Prieſts under the Law unto the Widowy, 
Fatherieſs and Strangers done, ass by theſe Prieſts of Eng- 
land, who are of the Pope, ( but ſurely wo will be their re- 
ward according to what Chriſt hath pronounced, which will 
aſſuredly come upon them and their Afliſtances ) for th:ir 
binding heavy burthens upon the poor, too grievous for to 
be born, MMarth.z. never was there ſuch Prielts known finee 
the world began, as theſe deceivers, deluders, and Seducers 
are, who do appear to be Gods adverſaries, with whom it 
ſhall go ill; read 1/a.3. And ſaith the Lord of Heſts, the mighty 
One of Iſrael, Ah | Iwill eaſe me of my Aaverſaries, Iſa. as 
24- 


Now having proved them to be no Priefts by the Law of 
the Lord God of Itrael, I ſhall alſo through his kelp and gra- 
cious aſliftance, make it appear that they are no Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, bur ſuch as the Apoſtle of them hath ſaid ſhould 
in the lait dayes come, who accordingly are come, which 

have a form of godlinels, as all faiſe Proteſſors have, bur de- 
ny the Power thereof, ashe hath alſo (aid chey thould do ,who 
B 2 are 
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are crept into the Honles of the cruel Bzaſt, which for them 
was provided, where they promote his worſhip and ſervice 
whole Miniſters they are, for which they receive tythes, lea- 
ding ſilly women captive, laden wich fins, led away by them 
with divers luſts, ever learning , and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truch, and as Jannes and Jambers with- 
ſtogad Moſes, ſo do they allo reſiſt che truth, being(as by their 
ations doth appear ) men of corrupt minds, who are re- 
probate concerning the Faith; bur they ſhall proceed no fur- 
ther then unto the making manifeſt of their folly and mad- 
nels, as theirs alſo was made manifelt : Thus by the light of 
Chriſt in my conſcience am I come to ſee what the Prieſts are, 
and their upholders, in deſpire of their fair pretences, and 
am made able to wirneſs the truth fulfilled. according to the 
ſayings of the true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; read the 2. Epiit. 
of Pax! to Timothy, 3.ch 1,5,6,798,9, v. &c. and for which 
Teſtimony of mine born againſt the Prieſts (for Chriſt) I am 
come by them, and ſuch as with them live by Tythes , for to 
ſuffer perſecution, which are ſuch-evil men and ſeducers as 
the Apoſtle and true Miniſter of Chriſt hath ſaid ſhould wax 
worſe and worſe, and being deceived ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruftion from the preſence of che Lord and 
from the glory of his power, who nox are unto me, and all 
the enlighrned of Chriſt, known for to be of cuar fort which 
the Apoſtle had a fore-ſighr of in the myſtery of Iniquity, 
wherein they are now come forth in their proper colours of 
deceivableneſs, of all unrighteouſneſs, which by them is made 
uſe of inſtead of the holy Garments, of che true Prieſthood, 
they receiving not the love of the Truth , that they might 
de ſaved, for which cauſe {atth the Apoſtle God ſhall ſend 
them ſrrong deluſions, that rhey ſhould believe a lye , that 
they all might be damned who belive not the truth, - burbave 
pleaſure in unrishteouſnets, as doth appear by th.ir diſor der- 
ly walking in all manner of pleaſure and iUleneſs which-the 
rrue Miniſters of Chriſt did witneſs againſt who ſaid Wedid 
u1t eat any nts bread fir nauvht, but wreunnt with liabowr and 
*ravel mobr and dy, that we might mot be & LarTeacle to any; nos 
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becauſe we have net Power, but to make our ſelves enſamples unts 
ſuch as follow 14, which the called Miniſters of England do 
not, but are enemies unto both their example, and ſuch Saints 
as do witneſs the ſame life and Miniſtry , bur the Prieſts do 
live upon the maintenance which they gain by making uſe of 
th: power of the World, by which they take away from the 
poor the benefit of all their labours, which truth I hope is 
made manifeſt unto every one that hath but reaſon in them, 
as well as unto the ſuffering Saints, which is the fruits by 
which they are made manifeſt, according as Chriſt hath ſaid, 
Matth.7. By their fraits ye ſhall know them; and was there ever 
ſuch fruits of 'robbing and ſpoiling peoples Goods, and im- 
priſoning of the Saints and faithful ſervants of the Lord God 
of Iſrael {ince the world began, as by prieſts in our age, who 
ſirname themſelves Meſſeagers of God, and yet wrong and 
violence, robbing and ſpoiling is the fruits they bring forth, 
by which they are alſo known co be none of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, nor Meſſengers of God, but have made themſelves 
fully manifeſt ro be of the remainder of that curſed genera- 
tion and ſrock of hypocrites, which were devourers of Wi- 
dows Houſes, as daylie doth appear which cannot be deny- 
ed, tor there never was greater devourers then they are ſince 
the world began, who for a pretence make long prayers to 
accompliſh their miſchievous deſigns, and was there ever the 
like praying and preaching in any age as hath been in this our 
age or laſt dayes of finiſtung iniquity; under which pretence 
of theirs, the innocent who are departed from evil are be-- 
come the prey of the devourer , but tor their reward faith 
Chriſt, They ſhall recefve to themſelves the greater damnation; 
read A7att.23.14,7'c. And ſaith the Apoſtle Peter in his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, chap.2. They fzall through covetouſneſs, and with 
feigned words make merchanaize of the p ople; and was there e- 
ver ſuch merchandiſe made of a people ſince they had a be- 
ing upon the earth, as now is made by theſe called Preachers 
and Miniſter's b-the Goſpel, whoſe wicked fruitshath made 
them manifeſt to be tioſe hypocrites and falſe Teachers 
which weret afore ſpoken of . thould proceed from the cor- 
rupt 
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rupt Tree, from whom the Man of God doth flee, to follow 
after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love; Patience, and 
Meeckneſs, 1 T1m.6,11,v. Fc. in which life they, the Prieſts, 
are not found, as doth appear by their upholding and ſeeking 
to maintain by the power of the cruel Beait , that which 
Chriſc hath diſannulled becauſe of the weakneſs and unpro-. 
fitableneſs thereof, for that the Law inade nothing perte&, 
but the bringing in of a better hope made perfect , whereby 
we draw neer to God, Heb.7.18,19, v. 7c. 

And now for to take away ail obſtructions, beforeT procced 
further I ſhall give an accompt of my Faith and hope by de- 
claring what Church I am of, that I ſo may remove the cauſe 
of jealouſie, vvhich is too often appearing in the ignorant, 
yea, even in ſach vvhich makes a high proteſlion of godlinels, 
I ſhall therefore give you, the Rulers, and all that are vviſe 
in heart for to know, That I ovvn the Miniſtry and Miniſters 
of theeverlaſcing Goſpel, which is not of man, neither are 
they made by man, as the Prieſts of the Nation are. but are 
ſuch as Chriſt hath made, whoſe foundation ſrandetrh ure, 
which ſhall abide for ever, vvhich changeth not, neither can 
it be ſhaken, being built upon the foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief cor- 
ner-ſtone, Eph.2.20. And I do alſo vvitneſs and declare, Thar 
all the Min (ers of Chriſt have accordingly received a perfett 
Miniſtry, which « free, and not burthenſome to any, becauſe they 
belong to the traueChurch, whereof C hriſt us head, which ts his beay, 
according as the Scripture doth with me declare, which Church ts 
the Aſſembly of the Righteous, mho are holy , from which the un- 
godly are axcluaed, accordiag 4s it is written Plal 1.5. The Lord 
knoweth the wayes of the righteous, but the wayes of the ungodly 
ſhall periſh. T «0 alſo own the Ordinances of Jeſus C hri/t , which 
none that arc unhely can partake of, and the worſhip of God, which 
1 11 ſpirit and truth, read Joh.4.2.3. And likewiſe the Law of 
Ged, which is holy,,;nft, and 200d, which never changeth by no di> 
verſity -f place or time. And thus have I ja-drief declared 
an account of what Church Tam, andalfo of my faith and 
hope, wherein I have truly diſcharged my «conſcience 
in 
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in brief, and for which am at this day a ſufferer. 

And ſo farasI can underſtand from friends which doth 
oive mean account of what they underſtand from amongſt 
vou, that there is nothing to be expeRed from you, but more 
bonds to be laid upon the Saints, at which nevvs I findein my 
{elf a comfortable ſatisfaction for to continue my waiting 
upon the farther good pleaſure of the Lord God of Iſrael, 
rather then to fin againſt my conſcience by giving way to 
break his Laws, Commandments, Ordinances, and Statutes, 
for vvhich 1 have ſuffered perſecution for above -this eight 
years together, firſt by one John Lawſon a drunken Prieſt, be- 
longing to the Pariſh of Baſinborxe in the County of Cam- 
bridge, who for Tythes took away my goods,and yer notwith- 
ſcanding was not therewith contented, vyhile ſuch time as by 
his cruelty he drove me to flie with my Family twenty miles 
trom that Town by the reaſon he had gained a Warrant 
from the Committees of that County for to carry my body 
w priſon, refuſing to take Bail, according as the Warrane 
did expreſs. But toon after I had removed my ſelf and Fa- 
mily from his Tyrannie, an other Enemy to the Goſpel ap- 
peared againſt me, viz. one Js» Budgwy of the ſame Town, 
Farmer of the Tythes, belonging to-the Parſonage, who 
yerſecuted me at the popiſh Law; and after he had ſpent 
jome time, Sained power alſo for to carry me away to pri- 
ion, notwithſtanding he had carryed away a great parc of 
my Corn out of the field; through which Tyrannie of his I 
was forced to forſake my poor Wife and Children , which 
conſrrained me to put my life upon the danger of looſing, 
by reaſon I fled to the Army of the Common-Wealth of 
Fnrlandtor refuge into Scerland, where as a Souldier I did 
engage, in hopesof gaining not only victory over ſuch as 
was then counted our Enemies, but alſo to have ſeen an end 
of that their power by which tyrannie and oppreſſion is ſtill 
promoteed: And after the wars of Scctland were over, there 
tcellowed on Weoreeſter-Fight, where I was alſo bodily enga- 


Sed, and after that Field-Battel was fought, I returned pri- - 


vatelely home to viſite my poor Wife and &ſcrefſed Family; 
but 
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but not lons after my adverſary obtained intelligence that 
was at home, ard thereupon did fend certain ſons of Belial 
for to carry nie away to priſon , which tor to accompliſh 
their end, did by force of Arms break into my houſe upon 
me, but being by me ſtrongly reli ſred with Sword and Piſtol, 
they durſt not proceed the attempring to come. up into my 
Chambers,whereI was ready to reccive them; they perceiving 
of it, did quarrel amongſt themſelves about railing of the 
Town for to pull down the houſe upon my head, they threar- 
ning ſorely to have me forth dead or alive ; I underſtanding 
the ſame, did through the help of the Lord make my pals 
ou t of an upper-Windovy, leaving my poor Wife and Chil- 
dren to their bloody rage, wio did accordingly ſet a drawn 
Sword to her Breaſt, and did threaten to kill her after they 
did ſeeI was eſcaped : Many more inſufferable cruelties have 
I and my Family undergone, which are too many for me to 
ive relation : But to be brief, So precious vvas my liberty 
unto me when time was, that the very thoughts of a Gaol was 
unto me dreadful, that vvhileI was at liberty, I was in migh- 
ty bondage through the continual fear of being betrayed, 
which ar length vvas brought to paſs by oneCrocply a Broker, 
Shop- keeper ſometine of the Tovyn of Cambridge, vvho as I 
underſcand did receive from my enemy a pretty roundſum of 
mony forto betray me; vvyhich accordingly he effeed by his 
diſcovering where vvas at a Friends houſe ,at vyhich houſe[ 
was'ſeized on by ſeveralSerjeants,&brought away to priſon, 
it being upon the third day of the ſecond month, called 4- 
pril, in the year 1654. whereT have ever ſince remained, and 
many times and often in great neceſflity, by reaſon my poor 
Wife hath not had left wherewith all to relieve me with the 
value of 12.d. in money all this time of my long and harſh 
impriſorment as ſhe with weeping tears hath unto me ex- 
preſt, and 1 ſeeing her diſtreſs, have been forced to berrow 
money tor to relive her, this being the truth according to 
what hath been by me declared, I ſhall leave the confiderati- 
en thereof unto you the Rulers for to judge according to 
ronlcierce, whether theſe outrages by you ovehr any long- 
cr 


T 
er to be ſuffered, ſeeing they are done apainſt the Law of the 
Lord God of Iſrael , and alſo againſt your own promoted 
Laws, as they are now become executed, ſecing the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Courts are down, and it is alſo contrary to Law for any 
man to be kept in priſon asI have been and not relieyed, in- 
ſomuch, thac had not the Lordin mercy towards me raiſed 
up ſome few of his beloved people, who live in the life of 
Righceouſneſs, for to have taken careof mein this time of 
my harſh aMiction I might nnavoidably have periſhed not 
only by hunger and nakedneſs , but by cold allo, for that] 
could not come to receive the benefit of the heat of tire fo! 
the ſpace of two Yeers and (ſeven months : Now judgel pray 
you who are wiſe in heart, whether my ſufferings have not 
been ſad, yea or no, as to the outward man, although mine 
Enemies are pleaſed to laugh at my afMition, they ſaying, 1 
would not accept of Liberty if it were given me, I like che 
Priſon ſo well, but the Devil was a lyar from the beginning, 
and cherefore 1 ſhall not here land to ſpend time to give a- 
ny further anſwer to their lyes, but do declare, I am forced 
to be a Priſoner contrarie tothe Law of the Lord God of 
Iſrael, and alſo the invented Laws of rebellious men, which 
arecalled the Laws of the Land. Now ſeeing I do ſuffer for 
conſcience ſake, this queſtion I do propound , Syppoſe there 
was a Law now #n force as was in the time of the late Biſhops, by 
which I were commanded to take tythes, yet how could that Law 
be eſteemed or udged wholeſome, ſecing it would enforce me to con- 
mibute unto ſuch as do ſet up and uphold that which Chriſt hath 
aboliſhed and mad of un efeft, who hath alſo blittedout the 
Hand-nruing that ſtood in Ordinauces , by which Tythes 
were paid, and hath the ſame nailed to his Croſs. Col 2.12. Now 
I appeal ro both 10# the Rulers, and alſo the Saints with 101, for 
to judge according to conſcience, how this by me could be done with- 
on? denying Chrift to be come in the fleſh, as all they do that at this 
day pay tythes,or receive the ſame:Your anſwer to this I humbly 
defire, ſeeing that Chriſt Jeſus, who is now the ſecond Prieſt- 
hood, hath changed the firſt,and alſo that Law by which they 
took Tythes, asit doth appear Heb. 7. Bur yet you Rulers 

C may 
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raay obje and ſay, T ythes are nit now demanded fer to be paid 
apon a Goſpel account, but upon a civil account : My anſwer is, 
There was never no {uch Law which did require Tyches for 
to be paid upon a civil account; but a Statute there ts that was 
made the 27. of Henry the 8. chap 2. ſaith, Tythes are due to 
God and holy Church. But then it may be further ſaid, That 
although ir be fo, yer Ceſar ought to have his due, and cu- 
ſtom muſt be given to whom cuitom belongs, fo that Tythes 
upon the account of Cuſtom and Tribute ought to be paid, 
for we muſt be ſubjeit to every Ordinance of man for the Lords 
/ak-, that I do grant. 

But what makes that for the lawfulneſs of paying Tithes? 
not any thing at all, becauſe they were not cultomarilie paid, 
buc by a Law and Commandment from God were they gi- 
ven to the Tribe of Levi & that Prieſthood; which Law and 
commandmentlI am ſure doth not own neither Zxy/i/Prieſts 
nor Lay-men: Therefore ſeeing there is no Law neither 
from God nor man that doth coinmand Tythes to be paid, 
then upon necellitie it muſt be by you granted, there can be 
no tranſgreſlion; and upon that account it will appear, that 
all ſuch as do force Tythes to be paid, are tranſgreſſors to 
God Almighty, for that they are deniers to do what his Law 
doth require, wherein is declared, That Tythes were peculi- 
arly ap2ointed unto the Aaronical and Levitical Prieſthood, 
as [ have ſaid, from which the poor were relieved, and were 
not paid by cuſtom, as doth appear A7al.3. and ſuch as did 
neglect to pay, robbed God, and not the Prieſts: And again, 
if cuſtoin ſhould have been obſerved by the Saints and faith- 
tul Servants of God, then ſhould they never have ſuffered 
iuch cruel perſecutions as they did under the Rulers of the 
World, that muſt alſo be granted but becaule they denie to 
obſerve their cuſtoimes ſo ſoon as they came to know the 
Lord, and did him obey, then came their ſufferings upon 
them, as for Inſtance, That famous Witneſs of Chriſt the A- 
poſtle P.x1, after he came to live in the enjoiment of the life, 
as the Scriptures beareth witneſs he did, then he denied to 
obſerve the cuſtoms of the Jews, for which he was by the 
rude 
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rude multitude abuſed, and judged not worthy to live, as the 
Saints now are who bears witneſs unto the ſame truth in life, 


as Paul did, which made the Jews ſay, He taught all men eve- . 


1y where againſt the peeple ad the Law, and that he brought sn 
Greeks ts pollute the holy Temple, and had perſwaded all the Jews 
and Gentiles to forſcke the Law of Moſes, ſaying they ought not 
ro be vircumciſed, neither walk after their cuſtoms; whereupon all 
the City was moved againſt him, and the peeple ran together , and 
drew Paul out of the Temple, Acts 21. Andis not thelike trade 
of crueltie by the Prieſts of this Nation, and ſuch as are pro- 
feſſors, who are their Proſelites, ſtill carried on againſt the 
dear Saints and Servants of God, who are moved by the Lord 
for to go into their Steeplehouſes for to declare againſt their 
filchy lying abominarions; this cannot be denied, for it is too 
much manifeſted in the Citie of Led»; but to haſten: And 
alſo I find that Jeremiah ſaid , The c»ſtoms of the people were 


vain, Jer.1o. And likewiſe the children of Ifrael were from 


the Lord expreſlie commanded not to obſerve the cuſtoms in 
the Land of thoſe people which the Lord for the ſame wick- 
edneſs caft out, by which the Land was defiled, Lev.1c.3,7c. 
Lev.18. 1 Sam 2.13, &c. Now by what hath been de- 
clared, it doth evidently appear from the Doctrine of the 
Prophers and Apoſtles, which was one Doctrine that they 
taught che people againſt their Cuſtoms and vain Traditions 
of the Fathers, as they were contrary to the will of the Lord, 
aichough che Prieſts of this Nation do make a Trade of main- 
taining all ſuch filthie cuſtoms , by which they make mer- 
chandize of the ignorant people, under pretence of being 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, although their ations doth witneſs 
them lyars to their faces, who are proved no other then the 
Merchants of Babylon, and common waged ſervants of the 
cruel Beaſt, whoſe ſervice they promote , as by their daylie 
perſecuting ſuch Saints as do deny them and their filthy fer- 
vice, wherein they are manifeſted to be like unto the Leopar, 
which is very cunning in getting his prey, as P/ize writeth, 
who ſaith, They have ſxch a kinde of ſmell , that all four. fected 
Beaſts are deſirous to go after them, being allured with the plea- 


FE NP 
2 fan nc {s 


(15) 


fantneſs heredf, but yet the Beaſts are ſo terrified when they fee 
the orimneſsof their Loks, whereupon it 1s that whea they have 
inticed them t9 come wear them with the ſweetneſs of their [mell, 
then they hide the » heads, and ſo catch them , and pull them in 
pieces: Is not this the manncr of the flattering Prieſts of the 
Nation, and ſuch as are with them contederated? who allure 
the ſimple by feigning themſelves to be the Meſſengers of 
God, and Miniſters of the Goſpel , by which ſweet words 
they catch the ignorant, who indeed are no other then 
thieves that live by ſealing, and putting to ſail the words of 
the hol Prophets & thejApoſtles,under which pretence they 
hide themſelves from being ſeen of the ignorant, to be ſuch 
bloody ſavage Beafts of prey as they are, againſt whom T am 
engaged by my conſcience for to bear witneſs, and alſo a- 
gainſt ſuch Laws, Staczutes, Ordinances, Cuſtoms, and Pre- 
{cripcions, which doth maintain and uphold them, which are 
dy Enemies brought in againſt the Law of a good conſcienee, 
declaring that they are things void, and againſt Juſcice, 
which Laws muſt needs be known and acknowledged by the 
enlightned of Chriſt for to be interior unto the Laws 2nd 
Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, who is appointed of the Father 
to be the true Law-giver unto his people, as heis their Savi- 
our, whois the Prince of Peace, and the heir of all things, 
who is God over all, bleſſed for ever, who is the head of his 
Church, whereunto Tythes are not belonging, nor forced 
maintenance permitted, ſhe being the Spouſe-of Chriſt, is 
free from corruption and ſiniſter affeQtion, which the Natio- 
nal falſe Church 1s not, anto which che Prieſts belong who 
take tythes according to the Law of their Grandfather the 
Pope of Reme, who firſt gave their Predeceſſors Tythes to 
keep them from corruption and finiſter affetion, under pre- 
tenceof rewarding of them for their ſervice done for Holy 
Church, as doth appear by the Statute of 24. of Hezry the 
eighr, chap.12 by which icis manifeſr, the called Miniſters, 
Prieſcs Preachers, Parſons, Vicars, Clarks, & Curates belong 
not to the Church of Chriſr,8 therefore unholy are they who 
have no rig to tythes, and upon chat confiderttion ought 
an 
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an evil cuſtom or uſage by you the Rulers, who profeſs your 
ſelves Chriſtians for to be aboliſhed, according to the ſaying 
of Judge Coo% upon Littleton. NowT appeal unto the Saints 
with you, for to judge what greater evil there can be by you 
permitted anſwerable to the maintaining of ſuch a generat:= 
on of men as doth plead for the upholding of ſuch cuſtoms 
and wicked uſages as deny Chriſt , and doth command me 
and all Saints ro-give Wages unto ſuch as never did nor doti; 
any Work for me or mine; ſurely this muſt needs be judged 
to be not onely againſt reaſon, but againſt the very being of 
a good conſcience, wherein God hath written the Witneſs of 
his Eternal Law, by which 1 ſeeall Laws , Cuſtoms, and Pre- 
ſcriptions for to be null and void, and are no Preſcriptions 
nor Cuitoms, being things void in themſelves, becauſe againſt 
Juſtice, as doth appear in Dotter and Stagent, chapter the 
ſecond. 

1 hereforel ſay again, T hat all- Laws, Statutes, Cuſtoms, 
Uſages, or Prefcripcions,which would fet up anduphold that 
which God by Chriſt hath diſannulled and made void , is no 
leſs then High Treaſon againſt God: for any of you Rulers 
for to attempt to maintain that which is againſt the Lawoſ 
the holy One of Ifrael. And again The Prieſts of the Nati- 
on, who ſtand by your Power, have been both they and their 
Predeceſſors, ſo notorioutly changing and changeable , that 
they have made nothing perfect, and for me to own {ſuch as 


is not of Chriſt is clearly againſt my conſcience; and ſeeing. 


they are not of Chriſt , nor are found one amongſt them- 
ſelves, nor indeed never were, as it doth appear by the Laws 
and Statutes of this Nation, which doth declare and manifeit 
they have been always ſuch as did with men and times change 
according to the wills of ſuch as came, to get Rule 'and Do- 
minanon over the People,unto whom they alwayes became 
ſubject, as this generation of Prieſts have done, and would 
again do, 1 am perſwaded , if an event turn or change of 
Government ſhould coine, thea would: they again quickly 
appear in their colours; or if God ſhould order your hearts 
thatare now in Rule to do his will , then would you ſoon 

prove 
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prove what mettle they are made of; if you would promiſe 
to give every one of them 100.1. a year upon condition they 
would forbear their preaching, as they call it, and ſuch as 
' would not ſhould have nothing, thenTam confident they 
would be as mute as fiſh, and as dumb as he that never could 
ſpeak. 

" Butto haſten, that fo T may ſhew and further make mani- 
feſt that which the Prieſts can no wayes deny , concerning 
their Predeceſſors, how that they in the time of Hexry the 
eighth, ſome time King of Exgland, denyed the Pope, and 
would not own him any longer for to be their chief Head, 
although they had been by him made Prieſts ; bur yet not- 
withſtanding, that they declined him, and owned Heyry the 
eight for to be their chief Head, rather then they would ha- 
zard the looſing of their bealily [ read the Acts and Monu- 
ments of the Church.) Honors, Dignities and Poſleſſions, 
which was brought in and maintained by Tythes. And then 
they again in the time of EZaward the fixth made another no- 
table turn and denyed the Maſs-Book and received the Book 
of COMMON-PRAYER ar his Commandment, And af- 
terwand in the time of Queen ary they denyed the Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book, and received the Maſs-Book. And in 
the dayes of Cueen Elizabeth they denyed the Maſs-Book, 
and again received the Book of Common-Prayer. Andin 
the time of the late old Parliament this generation of Baa- 
lamiſh Prieſts, who love the Wages of unrighteouſnels, beins 
willing for to follow the example of their Makers , the late 
late Biſhops, denyed the Book of Common-Prayer and re- 
ceived that Pamphler, called the Directory, rather then they 
would offend their great Maſters the late old wicked Parlia- 
ment, who for their ſervice done, did grant them an Ordi- 
nance for to take Tythe-Eggs, Pigs, and Geeſe , &c. which 
the true Miniſters of Chriit never did. And what they now 
own, I hope is ſufficiently made maniteſt unto all the chil- 
dren of light, vvhich makesthem unto me of no eſteem, they 
being ſuch as care not who they own for their chief Head, 
that matters not to them, vvhether he be called of God, or 
cho- 
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choſen by his people, ſeeing they are Chriſls Enemies, as doth 
appear by their petitioning of you the povvers of the World, 
for tro maintain and uphold them in what Chriſt hath chan- 
ced, by doing the Will of God, whois heir of all things, 
which ſhall abide in the houſe for ever, unto whom the right 
of Inherirance doth belong, whoſe gift is free, and all that 
are made Miniſters by him are free indeed, and as they have 
freely received , ſo do they freely give, by which they are 
known from the Miniſters of Antichriſt, who are of the cor- 
rupt Tree, as by their fruits they are known , Matth.7.15. 
who are denyers that Chriſt is to be come the ſecond Prieſt- 
hood, who is the unchangeable one , which ſhall endure for 
ever, although they believed it not, who are ſuch as do teach 
another Goſpel, according to what they have been taught 
of their predeceſſors, who as they are, were the upholders of 
that which Chriſt hath aboliſhed , who do alſo juſtifie the 
maintaining of thoſe places wherein the Nations have ſerved 
their gods, in which places they are now found doing the ſer- 
vice ot their Miſtreſs,:z.the Whore of Babylon,although the 
Lord God of Ifrael hath commanded that thoſe places 
ſhould be by ſuch asare his people deſtroyed, Dexr.12 2. by 
this their ſervice they make themſelves clearly manifeſt not 
to be of God nor Chriſt, but men of corrupt minds, and be- 
ins deſtitute of the knowledge of the truth, do ſuppoſe their 
6ain which is brought in unto them by tythes , through the 
help of the power of the cruel Beaſt, is godlineſs, whoſe Mi- 
niſters they are, as doth appear by their falſe Worſhip alſo, 
which by them 1s promoted, for which they have neither pre- 
cept nor exampiein all the holy Scriptures; therefore are 
they inforced for to get their Wages of Tythes by a popiſh 
Law, contrary to ſuch as were the prieſts of the firſt Cove- 
venant, who impriſoned none for Tythes, as they do, but as 
the Lord ordained, ſo did they do and continue , who. were 
made by a Law, as doth appear, Erod.4.13,14. Exod 28. 
who had alſo a coinmand from the Lord for co juſtifie them 
intheir Miniſcry whoſe power they abuſed, not as the Natio- 
2al prieſts do their power , wich is of the World , whoſe 
practiſe 
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praRiſe is continually to live upon the abufe of that the: 
power, by which they ſcand who never were called of God 
as An/on was, Heb.5.4. neither did they go to the Magiſtrate 
for to get Warrants for to put into the hands of a Conſta- 
ble for co take away peoples Houſhold- Goods for Tythes Up- 
on trebble damages, which is 3s. for one, astheſe of Eng- 
{and daylie do, by whom the Saints do continually 1uffer rhe 
ſpoiling of cheir goods, becauſe they are not the Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, cherefore do they not own his Doctrine , they 
being of che World, neither can they know him, according 
aSit15 written 7ch. 14.17 who are ſuch aslive in pride, co 
vetouſnels, and opprellion, as their makers the B:ſhops did, 
who in their day with chem, cheir under-Clergy were called 
the body ſpiritual, or Engliſh Church, as doth appear by the 
Statute of 24. of Henry the eight, chap. 12. and rhe ſame Sta- 
tute doth further declare, That the Kings, Queens, and Nv- 
bles of this Realm, fo called, ſince thetime the Pope had his 
Domination indowed them, the falſe Church , both with 
Honors and Poſſeſſions. And again faith the Statute, The 
Pope and the See of Rowe did in the time of their rule reſerve 
unto himſelf amongſt otiter things the tryal of the right of 
Tythes, as doth appear by the Statute of the 26.0f Henry the 
cight, ſome time King of England: and in chap.1 it 1s de- 
clared, That he and his Svcceſſors were the onely ſupreme 
Head of this called Church of England. 

Thus haveI made appear the root of theſe Prieſts, and their 
fhundation have 1 alſo made manifeſt, and diſcovered not to 
be of Chriſt, but have proceeded from man , who have ac- 
cordinply erected two places for their breeding up of Prieſts, 
wiz. Cambridge and Ox'ord, which are by them called two 
Eyes, for the turniſhing every pariſh in England, with able 
lying ſeducers, where is alſo by them Churches built at the 
charge of theisnorant people, wherein is alſo provided for 
the ſervice of the whorith Priefty Funts and Baſons for the 
manage: entand carrying on of what they ſo gravely ſolem- 
nife with much pretended ſeeming zeal , viz. the ſprinkling 
of Infants, which they ſay is baptiſm, but they lye, tor which 
piece 
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piece of cheating ſerviee, they have never a vvord of Scrip- 
ture, beſides their Eaſter-Reckonings, and time of Chriſtmas, 
and Churching ( or elſe cheating ) of Women, and their 
Mortuaries, and for the ſmoke going up peoples Chimneys, 
all which Trade bringeth chem in much pain. 


Thus through the aſſiſtance of Chriſt Jeſus have I accor- 

ding to the Goſpel proved the Prieſts of the Nation to be no 
Miniſters of Chriſt, nor Meſſengers of God, which is my ſe- 
cond ground why I deny to pay them or any elſe Tythes, 
who are ſuch as the Lord God of Iſrael for their oppreflion 
will feed with their own fleſh, yea ſaich he, 7 hey ſhall be drank 
with their own blood, «nd then ſhall they know that 1 am the Lord, 
the Saviour of them whom they cppreſs.Read1/a.49.26. And thuz 
theLawyers w*" them may alſo take notice; for the ſamejudg- 
ement & vengeance that 1s due to the Prieits belongeth unto 
them alſo, becauſe they are the Executors of the power of the 
cruel Beaſt, who are the guard of his Throne; & therefore do 
they ſpoile the dear Saints & people of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Prince of Peace, & King of Righceouſneſs, whoſe people for 
their obedience to him and are with cheir perſons eſtates by 
them continually devoured &deſtroyed in their murcherous 
Gaols,and all for want of ſuch Juſtice and trueJudgment for 
tO be executed upon them tor breach of Law as was perform- 
ed by that honeſt King called Alphere:, who defended the 
cauſe of the poor and needy, and reſcued the right of the 
oppreſſed from out of the hands of ſuch d:{troying Lawyers 
as did live upon the abuſe of his Laws; he hanged up Judge 
Haf b:canſe he ſaved one Tr«ffram vvhich vvas Sheriff, from 
being put to ceath, who had taken away goods from many 
people, alchough for che Kings uſe, bur yet norvvichlanding 
that was not by the King owaed, becauſeic was by his Lavy 
judged Robbery, read A7:rror of Tujnice, fol,241. 


Novv conſider ye Ruloggyvhar a valt difference there is 
bctvvixt your doing juſticeVpon the Lavyyers thac live upon 
the abuſe of theLaw,& Kins 4/pherers foraſmulh as that you 
canot Geny in your conſciences you do permit of unſufferable 
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Robberies daylie for to be done, boch by Prieſts & Lavvyers, 
& yet ſeek not to have that Wickednels remedied, beiides the 
Murthers vvhich you ſuffer theLavvyers to do againſt expreſs 
Lavy, upon their Opinions and falſe Judgements, according 
to their Opinions by them given, vvhereby many thouands 
bave been murthered for theft, vvhichis againſt the righte- 
ous Law of theLord: And therefore ſeeing that you knovy 
theſe evils and yet vvill not ſeek to prevent them of com- 
mitting any more, hovv can you expect any ſafety for to be 
given unto you from the Lord God of Iſrael, vvhoſe Lavvs in 
effe& you deſpiſe? for vvhich things ſake the vvrath of God 
vill ſuddenly ſeize upon you,as vvell as it hath done upon 0- 
thers before you, unleſs there be a ſpeedy returning unto the 
Lord, whoſe Work vvhen time vvas you promiſed to do, 
vvhich yet liech undone , which cauſeth the Enemies of the 
Lord to renew their ſtrength again, who did in the time of 
your ſeeming zeattor Chriit , and his now perſecuted cauſe, 
judge themſelves as good as half hanged for what they had 
done in anſwer to their Opinions which they cauſed to take 
place in the room of Law, through whoſe Villanous falſe O- 
pinions and Judgements given, the late King by them and 
the Prieſts were ſeduced, and perſwaded to permit of do- 
ing ſuch things vvhich the Law did not juſtite him in . al- 
though Judge 7eakzs, and Judge och, and ſome feiv others 
did as to the beſt of my remembrance , perſwade him what 
poſſible they could , nor ro hearken to the falſe Opinions of 
thoſe vvicked Judges vvhich he was deceived by: Thele things 
being true, as thouſands of the weil-affe&ed, then fo called, 
with my felf at this day can alfo witneſs, was in the 
matter of Ship-Money done contrary to Law; and therefore 
bovy doth it betove you that are got into the prefent Rule 
and Authority of 'the three Nations, for to fake heed of 
your {tancing , ſeeing you are Inſtruments that have come 
are now poſſeſſed yvirlh? 
Hovv much (1 fay again ) doth iFconcern you for to ſee and 
conſider vvhat you are doing? and then I hope you vvill ſeek 
to ſtand for the putting into execution the Layys,Command- 
ments 
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ments, Statutes, Precepts, and Judgements of the Lord God 
of Iſrael, inſtead of the Laws of Tyrants, vvherein his Ho- 
nor vvill be promoted, and<your ſouls eternally ſaved, and 
your bodies proſperouſly from him proteQed; and then will 
all plots and conſpirzcies ceaſe from being contrived any 
more againſt you, vvhen you ſhall learn for to do his Will 
according to his righteous Law, vyhich requireth blood for 
blood, life for life , an eye for aneye,! atooth for a tooth, a 
hand for a hand, anda foot for a foot, Thize eyes ( ſaith the 
Lord to his beloved people ) />4// ot pitty.cr ſpMr ſuch tranſ- 
grefſors who have by their wickeaneſs givea themſelves over ro 
death, wkich according to the 1. aw are nit to be excuſed, by which 
example thoſe that do remain alrve may hear and fear henceforth, 
that there may be no more ſuch evils committed among ft you; read 
Dext.19: 20,21. -:. 
Now I appeal unto your conſciences there for to judge 
whether you are not ſuch as do tranſgreſs vyhat the Lord 
hath commanded ſhould be obeyed , which is by reaſon of 
your ſuffering a company of Lavvyers to abuſe and deſtroy 
the good people of this Nation by ſuch a Povver as is not of 
of God, and therefore it you do not ſee that remedied, you 
cannot have thoughts to eſcape unpuniſhed vvith the King, 
becauſe the Lord of Hoſts hath expretly commanded his cho- 
ſen people That they ſhould not ſuffer the judgement of the 
ſtranger to be peryerted, leſt their Right ſhould be hindered; 
much more ought you to be careful of the cauſe of the Wi- 
dow and Fatherleſs, Dexr.24.1'7 , &c. vvho are yet by you 
permitted to ſuffer vyrong, and therefore are they and their 
Eſtates ſpoiled and ruinated by both Prieſts and Lavyyers, 
who a&t contrary r@ their expreſſe Popiſh Law, 
as doth appear in chat Statute made the 2. of the Reign '0 
King Edward the fixt, chap. 13. vvhich Statute ſaith , 'Be it 
provided and enacted , That $4any perſon do with-held or with- 
draw any manner of his Tythes, Ovlations, Obwentions , Prefits, 
Commodities, or other duties, or any part of them, cont ary tothe 
true meaning of the ſaid Act, or of any other Act heretofore made, 
that then the partyes ſo ſubſtracting or withdrawing th: ſame,may 
be convented, [wed in the Kiugs Eccleſiaſtical Conrt by the party 
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from whom the ſame ſhall be ſubſtrafled or withdrawn , to the is- 
tent the K ings Jad! ges E eclefraftical may and ſhall, then and there 
hear and determine the ſame accordins to the Kings Escleſia/tscal 
Faw. 

Aud that it ſhall nor be Liwfal for any Parſon, Vicar, Propria- 
tor, Owner, or other Farmers or Depaties, contrary to this act ty 
convent or [ue ſuch witholders of Tythes, Obventations, or ether 
duties aforeſaid, befere any other Judge then wiat iu Eccleſia- 

ical. 

: Now knovv Oh you my dear friends, for unto you doT 
make this knovvn, who are the perſecuted Saints of the Moſt 
High, That theſe forementioned lines are the very vvords of 
that Statute, novy judge ye Rulers how contrary theſe wick- 
ed Layvyers that are yet in their viſanous beings upon their 
Stages at Weſtminſter do a, vvho as it doth appear, are ſuf- 
fered by you their Maſters for to be above the Law, which is 
the only cauſe the Lords people for conſcience ſake, in obe- 
dience to Chriſt Jeſus are daylie ſued, convented,and brought 
before them in their filthy Dens, called cemporal Courts, 
contrary to their ovyn invented filthy tyrannical Laws, as 
bath been already proved, and asI could make more at lars: 
appear by many more Laws, but only] fear being too large, 
and therefore do I make uſe of no more then what may jutti- 
fie me in the truth of whatI have too charge againſt them 
for their abominations daylie commirted againſt the very ex- 
preſs Laws of the Land, as doth further appear in that 22. 
of Henry the eight, chap. the 7. which faith , Be ir provided 
alwayes, T hat the laſt Act ſhall not extend , nor be expounedete 
£10 any canſe of Action or Suits v3 the Courts Temparal, which 
notwithſtanding they daylie do : Novv judge, O ye Rulers, 
hovy you do think you can in conſcience ſtand juſtified with 
rh- Lord and his poor opprefſed people , whom you ſuffer 
davylie for their conſciences to be troubled, afflited, and a- 
buſed by your Prieſts and others of their ſpirit, by their be- 
ing ccnvented,and by them brought before ſuch a company 
of forſrorn murthering Lawyers, whoſe continual practice 
is to engage themſelyes againſt the conſciencious people of 
Lats 
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this Land. even againſt their Commiſſions in the matter ot 
Tythes, as I havealready declared , for that the Law faith, 
Nene ſhall expound it no ether wayes to give remedy for tythes 
then what it doth of it ſelf plainly expreſs, whereby cauſe of Ac- 
rien may be given, or Suit commence in the Courts temporal , 4- 
gawſt any perſon, or pirſons, which ſhall refuſe or deny to ſes out 
hz, or their Tythes , or ſhall detain, with-hild , or refuſe to pay 
his Tythes, or Offer#ngs, or any parcel thereef , but that in ſuch 
caſes the perſons or parties betag Eccleſiaſtical , or Lay-perſons, 
have cauſe to demand, or have the aid Tythes or Offrings,in euvt- 
ry ſuch caſe in the Spiritual Courts, according to the Ordinance 
of the firs partof this Act (and not athermayes.) 

' And thus unto you the Rulers have I made it plainly ap- 
pezr by the Lavvs and Statutes of this Realm, That it is utter- 
ly unlawful for your Temporal Judges to give judgement in 
the macters of Tythes againſt the Saints, as they dayly do in 
ſuch Courts as are called Temporal Courts, viz, The Exche- 
quer, Common-Pleas, and in that other Court or Place, cal- 
led the Chancery, which is callcd a Court of Equity, if lyes 
may take place, or rather a Court of Iniquity, through 
which deceivable Name of Equity many people have made 
their Addreſſes from out of ocher Courts 1nto thar, in hopes 
of c4ining right there but have found as much wrong , and 
have met with much inconſciorable dealings as ever they did 
before, the Lawyers being all agreed to deſtroy the poor 
wronged people that have been forced to ſeek help where 
none is to be had, through their ignorance of not knowing 
that the Lawyers Tyade is upheld and maintained by fraud 
and wrong, as doth appear in this great contreverſie of 
Tythes; there ſhall need no other proof againſt them then 
this of Tythee, as doth appear in their wrelting and abuſing 
the Law in that cauſe, through which they promote all man- 
ner of injuſtice agunſt che Saints, by whom they both ſuffer 
impriſonment, and alſo the ſpoiling of their Goods, contra- 
ry to the Laws and Statutes of this Nation, which in them- 
ſelves require right ſhould be done; but contrary to that 
theſe Law-breakers do force Jury-Men through their being 
; ignorant 
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1Snorant of the Law, commonly to forſwear themſelves by 
giving up falſe VerdiQs againſt their conſciencious Neigh- 
bors in the matter of tythes, by their. fining for the ungodly 
Plaintiff againſt the poor Defendant for not dividing or ſer- 
ting forth, and not paying their predual Tythes, or for ta- 
king or carrying away the ſame before the tenth part be di- 
vided or ſet forth, by which unlawful proceedings of wicked 
Plaintiffs before ungodly forſworn Judges in their. Secular 
courts, the Saints do greatly ſuffer by the Prieils and others 
of their Antichriſtian Tribe , who by them are well bribed 
for their pains; ſo that berwixt the one andthe other , this 

oor Land and people 1s brought under the guilt of thoſe 
berrible crying ſins which Iſrael of old in their dayes fuffer- 
ed to be commicted amongſt them , altheugh they were the 
Lords beloved people, unto whom he ſent his holy Prophet 
to give them warning that the Lord had a controverſte a- 
Sainſt the inhabitants of che Land for ſuffering thoſe abomi- 
nations, through which chere was no truth, or mercy, nor 
knowledge of God amongſt them , for by ſwearing, lying, 
killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adultery , they brake 
ont, and blood touched blood; therefore the Word of the 
Lord unto them was by the Prophet declared, That the L ay 
ſhruuld meurn,and every one that did dwell therein ſhould lang if), 
with the Beaſts of the field, and with the Fowls of heaven yea the 
fiſhes aloof the ſea ſhall be taken away, read Ho/.4-2,3,4. The 
fore-promiſed matter being well conſidered by ſuch as yet 
do live to fear the Lord, may juſtly give their judgement for 
God, That both the Rulers and people of this Nation are 
under the guilt of all choſe fins, and arein danger of coming 
to ſuffer ſad judgements from the Lord, for that the Prieſts 
and the Lawyers,and ſuch as with them do live upon the gain 
of oppreſlion, are yet ſuffered to be the aRtors of all manner 
of wickeaneſs that in this Land is committed under pretence 
of Law, by whom this forementioned ſcripture is fulfilled,as 
hath been by them made manifeſt from the beginning of all 
our troubles, who yet do confederate together to divide the 
people from holding amity one with another, that thereby 
they 


(27) 


they may hinder the promoting the cauſe of truth , and the 
eſtabliſhing of Juſtice, through which wickedneſs of theirs 
when time was in dividing the people from the King, and 
ſerting him againſt the people, Juſtice by him was wholly ne- 
gleted, although he was much ſought to by the people of 
God for to fee the ſame duely adminiitred, as he was permit- 
ted of God to be'the chief Magiſtrate of the three united Na- 
tions of England, Scotland, and Ireland; but he not ſtanding 
inthe counſel of God, would not hearken unto the defires 
of his people, but grew weary in hearing them , whereupon 
no more addreſſes by them unto him was made; wherefore 
his end ſuddenly upon him came, and therefore juſtly did the 
God of Juſtice deliver him up into the hands of thoſe which 
ſought his life : Let good heed therefore be taken by you 
that are in preſent Power, leaſt the cauſe be forgotten which 
brought him to ſuffer the pangs of death; for know you, the 
Lords hand is not ſhortned , bur is ſtretched out ſtill for to 
reach you alſo forth from all your Guards of Guns, Swords 
and Pikes, which by multicudes of men is made uſe of for to 
defend you; yet notwithſtanding your ſtrong Arm of fleſh, 
you may take notice, the King hadas great a power in his 
tine as you, and was more eſteemed, regarded, and beloved 
by the people, as to the generality, then poſſibly can be ima- 
cined you are, bur yet he not doing that which was right in 
the ſight of God, you ſee was cut off. Oh therefore that 
you may remember with all ſpeed for to eſtabliſh Juſtice, 
thac ſo you may rule for him for the good and well-being of 
is poor diſtreſſed andevery wayes aflited and perſecuted 
people, who are at this day fruitrated of all hopes of mans 
coing Juſtice, and therefore cry they unto the Lord for to be 
delivered from the hands of their opypreſſors, ſeeing hitherto 
you-have denyed their redemption , notwithitanding you 
naveſworn unto the Lord you would give them deliverance: 
This know therefore, your time to perform what you have 
engaged and promiſed is almoſt paſt; therefore what you do, 
do ſpeediiy, for I behold your night a coming, and then will 
ail your Works ceaſe, and then vvil all your intentions, with 
for- 
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former pretences come to be fruſtrated and annihilated, and 
your memorials vvill alſo be blotted out from under Heaven, 
and your very Names vvill then become a ſunck to all Nati- 
ons, and you poſterities will be made miſerable, like unto the 
diſtreſſed children of the late King, vvbo being left withour 
Habication, are become vvanderers about in ſtrange Lands, 
unto vvhom you cannot afford to ſhevy pitty nor compatii- 
on; can you therefore imagine, that if Juſtice (vvhich is che 
exalting of a Nation ) be by you any longer neglected, thar 
you ſhall receive more favour then they have founu at your 
hands? ſurely no: Therefore remember what Samy did 
£0 Agag, and for what he was hewed in pieces; Read 1 Say: 
15-33. Woto kim that scresſeth that which #5 not his, ſhell they 
uot riſe up ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee, and awake that ſhall vex 
thee 2 and thou ſhalt be fer boeties unto them , becauſe thow Deſt 
ſpoyled many Nations, all the remnant of the people ſhall ſpmte 
thee becauſe of mens blood, and fer the violence sf the Lazd, of the 
City, and of all that dwell theres. 

T how haſt conſulted ſhame to thy heuſe by cuttizg off many pec- 
ple, and haſt fnned anainſt thy ſoul, for which the Stene ſhall cr5 
ot of the Wall, and the b-am ont of the Timber ſhall anſwer it, 
Read H1t.2.6,7 8,9,10,11. 

But to haſten, that ſo 1 may proceed to ſhew unto you the 
great abominations that are done &commitrted by yourPow- 
er,& in yourNam?2,-1z.by thoſe forementioned wicked wret- 
ches, the Prieſts and Lavvyers, who are together confedera- 
ted for to commit the horrible and filthy thing in the Land, 
asI have already ſhewn, and ſhall make furcher manifeſt by 
thoſe Laws which yov have ſworn to maintain, which Laws 
fay itis utterly unſawful to impriſon any one while they 
dye. Andyert notwithſtanding, how many hundreds in this 
Netion are unjultly kept in prifon at this day, ready to petiſ' , 
and many already ſince this time of yonr governing, have 
»eriſhed; I with their blood may not be laid ro your charge 
trſuffering it, ſeeing the Law doth judge it Man-ſlaughter: 
22 pienſed therefore to read Afirrozr of Juftice, pag. 88. 27, 
28. 151.294. Andagain, the Law doth further ſay, Tha: to 
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{uffer auy to dy in priſon through want asTam given to underſtand 
ſome lately in the Kings Bench have done, is alfo by the ſame 
Law judged Man-ſlaughter, and likewiſe for Judges to delay 
relieving Priſoners by the Law till they dye, 15 alſo Man- 
ſlaughter; for ſuffering of which, and for nor doing what the 
Law did require for the relief of the imprifoned, one Judge 
Pearne was convicted and hanged; See for this Mirronr of Ji 
ft:ce, fol.228.pag 30. 


Now it doth evidently appear from this foregoing matter , 


That there wasa glorious face of Juſtice did in thoſe times 
which were counted P:7az manifeſtly appear, wherein Ju- 
ſtice, Righteouſneſs and ſudginent according to their agreed- 
upon Laws, was duly and cruly, without reſpe& of perſons, 
adminiſtred and executed upon ſuch as were found the: be- 
trayers of the Rights and Priviledges of the people; but ſince 
that time thar Jultice took his ſeat and Royal Throne in this 
Nation, wicked and ungodiy men have for many Ages toge- 
ther born Rule, through whom Jultice hath been kept asa 
ſtranger our of this Land, whereby truch -is fallen; and ſuch 
as have through che fear of the Lord departed from Iniqui- 
ty, are become a prey, as is evident by ſuch as with my ſelf do 
at this day ſuffer impriſonment tor our earneſt contending 
for publike Juſtice,and open puriſhment to be inflicted upon 
uch as are known to be truths perverters, betrayers, and a- 
buſers of the righteous Laws, Ordinances, Statutes,Precepts, 
Commandments and Judgements of the Lord God of Iſrael, 
as doth and may further appear by the Witneſs and Teſiimo- 
ny Par that called, choſen, and famous Apoſtle of Chriſt; 
read 1 7i,9.1.5,6,7 8 9,10 where it doth evidently appear, 
Pal the true Miniſter of Chriſt was earneſtly exhorting of 
Timah; above all things to take heed unto the Command- 
ment. unto the end, that he might know charity from our of 
a pure heart. was the (wn, vwhereiu the whole was contained, 
from whence the exerciſe of a pure conſcience was to be ſet 
on work, according to that unfeigned Faith that dwelt in the 
Apoſtle, from which, ſaich he, ſome have ſwerved and curn- 
cd alide, defirins to be Teachers of che Law , underſtand- 
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ing neither what they ſay , nor whereof they affirm. Theſe 
words conſidered by the wiſe in heart, whom God hath filled 
with the ſpiritof Wiſdom, who are the perſons I do appeal 
- unto, for to judge whether chigComplaint and juſc Accuſati- 
on of the Apoſtie is not as well againit England, as againſt 
choſe Uſurpers and Abuſlers of the Law which did live in his 
time, ſeeing weare the people that have broken ſo many En- 
gagements which unto che Lord Jeſus and his Members was 
made in the time of the. beginning of the great troubles of 
theſe three Nations. | 

But I muſt haſten, and cometo the words of the faichful 
Miniſter of Chriſt, trom whence I have a lictle digreſt;, from 
which declaration of hisit doth appear how wonderfully he 
(exalted) the Law of God,who ſaid to Timothy, We know that 
the Law is goed if a man uſeus lawſull;, knowing this, that it 
was not maae for a righteous man, but fur the lawleſs and diſobe- 
dient for unhuly, prophane, fer ſinners, for murtherers of Fathers, 
& Muthers, for Man-ſlayers; forWhoremongers,and for them thus 
defile themſelves with manksnd, and for Menſtealers, fir Lyars,& 
perjured perſons, and if there be any other thing that «s contrary to 
found Dottrine,according te the glorious G oſpel, &c.Now having 
thus far diſcharged my conſfcieace Iſhal leave the whole mate 
terafrer peruſed ro be conſidered of according to conſcience, 
who, and what they are that deſervedly ought to be brought 
to coud:gne puniſhment, ſeeing che Law fromGod hath been 
appointed for the punithment of evil doers, & for the praiſe 
of them that do well, who are for weil-doing, by evil-doers, 
contrary to the minde of God revealed in his law, keptin 
Priſons in this-Nation, by whom at this day I am with many 
more unjaſtily kept in priſon for conſcience ſake . and not for 
any evil done, whereby I am the beiter enabled to declare 
from a Principle of Faith, that my ſufferings are only for the 
Golpel take, who have accordingly learned from the teach- 
ings of the Lord not to with-hold any thing of what is cal- 
led civil right from any man but have been free and willing 
at all times to make good that which hach been due of righc 
tO twen, and am in like Manner ſybje& to every Ordinance 
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of man for the Lords ſake, knowing the Earth is the Lords 
and the fulneis chereof, but yer notwithſtanding, that if any 
in Authority ſhall go about co rake from me and mine 
any parc of che Earth which God ſhall give us further to be 
poſſeſſed with, then I ſhall noc reſiſt; for I mult needs be ſub- 
jet, not only tor fear of the wrath of fooliſh, proud, 
vainman, who 1s ready co be offended at what he ought ra- 
ther to be aſhamed of, then co jultife himſelf. 1 hus for con- 
ſcience ſake as 1 havelearned of Chrilt, am I freely willing to 
ſubmic my ſelf unto every Ordinanceof man for the Lords 
fake, although my deadly Enemies have raported otherwaies 
againſt me, which the Lord our God knows I purely ſuffer for 
that I cannot gtve unto his Enemies that for Maintainance 
which belongs unto him, viz. Tythes which unjuſt demands 
I muſt for conſcience fake deny , although I come to ſuffer 
death for the ſame, ſeeing ic is clearly manifeſt from the de- 
claration of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that whoſoever payeth 
Tytbes denyech Chriſt to be come in the fleſh, asall they do 
which at this day do either pay or receive the ſame, as I have 
made fnlly appear from the ſum of the holy Scriptures: And 
thus to both you Rulers,Saints and People of all forms, ſe 
and ſorts, have truly diſcharged my conſcience _— 
to the gift of Godin me by way of Grounds and Reafons 
laid down, wherein I have ſhewn the juſtice of my cauſe, 
and have therein matter of great comfort thus to declare 
why Tythes have been, and are by me ſtill denyed, in 
which Grounds I have made an eminent diſcovery, That 
Tythes in England have been, and are forced to be paid 
contrary both to the Laws of God, and alſo to the Laws 
of the Land, which Laws I have not broke, bur do ſuffer 
for my obeying the Law of the Lord God of iſrael, in whiclz 
obedience I hope he will help me to be continued in the 
further remaining part of the dayes of this my Pil- 
grimage, whoſe ſervant I am, and do finde in my 
ſelf a freedom in like manner to be ſubjet to every 
Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake onely, whether 
E 2 iT 
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:t be unto the King, as unto the ſupreme; or unto Gover- 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by him for the puniſh. 
ment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well, 
according to that Declaration of the firſt Epilt. of Peter, ch. 
2.V.I3;* x. ha: 

Iſaac C raye. 


ND laſtly, theſe few following lines I have been moved 
to write by way of humble delires, the which lines are 
dedicated only unto all conſciencious, ſincere, faithful hearr- 
ed Friends, to that end and purpoſe that they would be plea- 
ſed for the time ro come to have a ſpecial care who, and what 
they be are by them pur in truſt for to diſpoſe of their Chri- 
ſian contribution, which they may be from God moved for 
to Sive towards the relief of ſuch as do for conſcience ſake 
fuffer under the Enemies of the everlaſting Goſpel; foraſ- 
much as thatT am given credibly to underſtand by ſome ſtirh- 
ful Friends, That they do fear ſome wicked perſons under the 
profeſſion of Codlineſs have made uſe of my Name and ſuf- 
ferings to gather moneys amonglt ſeveral friends , which 
they imploy to their own private benefit, it is true, the evil 
may be by them juſtly feared , for in the GmeT was made to 
ſuffer under the Council of State,l was was fo ſerved by ſome 
who did get large ſums of money, one of their Names I have 
not yet forgotten, which I will here accordingly inſert, viz 
Hers, a Cheeſe-Monger, ſometimes keeping his Shop not far 
from Lendon- Bridge, thus hath ſuch wicked Wretches under 
the notion of Religion cheathed the cruly religious and ho- 
neſt hearted; and knowing that theſe evils hath been commit- 
eed againſt me, itis to befeared they are daylie pur in pra- 
Riſeſtill under colour of relieving ſnch as are of late come 
to ſuffer for God, as I do; how much therefore doth it con- 
cern 
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cern the truly charitable, who do witneſs what the life of 
true Profeſſion is, for ro rake heed they truſt none bur ſuch 
as are known truly taithiial, aichough never ſo much ſhew of 
vutiide teeming 72al for God and Chriit be profeſſed, fecing 
it hath thus happened fince the dayes of our grear troubles, 
that through ſuch outſide profeſtion, and hypocritical feerm- 
129 zeal for God and cauſe of Chriſt che trul confſcienqgons 
pcopie of this Nation have been cheated our of their lives, 
eltates, and liberties, under which vilanous fort of profeſiing 
Zealots, or rather Trappanners of the innocent, | haveina 
not wonderiul manner many wayes ſuffered wrong , both 
before this my impriionment, andever tjnce, through their 
filthy invented lyes, and civing forth ncrorious reprozches, 
which they from the perfwaſions obthe Devil and the Prieſts 
have been fet on work to promote again{t me, they thinking 
thereby to leave me triendleſs, thac ſo they may pine me'to 
death in priſon, ſeeing they can no other wayes deſcroy -me; 
but the Lord having fatisfied me with inward comtort , from 
which I find my ſelf wonderfully ſupported with patience to 
be contentedin every-condition;ſo that I can with abundance 
ofunſpeakable comfort &tnward peace undergoe the {rife of 
wicked lying tongues, and being fully ſatished from the mea- 
ſure of Chriſt in me, that che Saints and dear ſ2rvants-of God 
in former ages, have in like manner ſuffered uncer ſuch as 
theſe Engliſh falſe Profefſors are,who are nnrighteouſly cal- 
led Chriſtians; on? placz of Scripture for co make the ſame 
appearT ſhall quorz, and but one, aliough I might inſtance 
the like reproaches againſt Pavzl, the man after Gods own 
heart; Jab the ſervant of the Lord, and Jeremiah his holy 
Propher, who alſo bore his ſharein reproaches; and many 
more of the dear ſervants of God as well as1 at this day do; 
£451 truth, they that deſerve no g90d Name nor righteous 
report themſelves, do give none to others: The Scripture 
which I ſhill mention 1s Heb. 10. beginnins atthe 32 v. and 
fo on, where it doth and may appear, That the Apoſtle was 
countenancing and counſeliing of fuch friends as he found 
one with them in the faith or Chriſt to be cheartul in their 
ſuffertugs, 
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ſufferings, wherevpon he bids them call to remembrance the 
ormer dayes, in which after chey were enlightned they en- 
dured a great fighc of afflictions, Parry ( faich be ) whitg ye 


were made a gazung-ſtock, both by reproaches ana aſitticns ; and 


parrly, whileſt you were ſo uſed, for ye had compaſſicn on me in 
my bonds, and then ye tock oyfut1 the ſpoiling of yeur goods hnow- 
ing in your ſelves that you have in Heaven a better and enduring 
ſubſtance, caſt not away therefore your confidence which hath gre at 
recompence of reward, fur you had need of patience , that after 
ye have done the will of God - ye wight rece ve the promiſe. Thus 
from the enjoyment of that life which Chrifc the light of 
the light of the World hath given me to be poſſeſſed with, 
do I come to ſeea full diſcovery, who , and what they are 
which are Enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, he having revived 
his witneſs in me, I am thereby kept cloſe to the Word of his 
Patience, through whoſe help | am enabled co read with un- 
derſcanding the holy Scriptures wich great joy and inward 
conſolation, according to that meaſure of life abiding in me, 
by which they were given forth by way of Declaration, as 
doth appear Lzke 1.1. and am aſſured the time isar hand 
wherein none of theſe fore-premiſed Enemies of Chriſt, and 
Saint-reviling, reproaching barking Dogs ſhall nor movea 
Tongue as they now do. 


Th: ſ-cond Month, 
I657, Wr'tt-n from my unjuſt impiiſon- 
ment in the YVood- St: te 

Compte'y Loudon, Where ] re- 

- mains fuffrer tor Chriſt "the 
BY everlaſting Goſpel, which 
the Pricfts do daylic pcric- 
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